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CLAIMS 

l\ An information processing apparatus for 
displaying at least a character or an image in an 
enlargedXf orm at a first designated magnification rate on 
a screen of a display unit and displaying at least a 
character or an image in an intended area newly opened on 
the screen in the enlarged form at the first 
magnif icatio\i rate, comprising s 

detection means for detecting whether a 
10 request for opening said intended area is issued; 

\determining means for determining a second 
magnification rate for said intended area from said first 
magnification rate, the size of said intended area as 
displayed on the \screen, and the size assigned to said 
15 intended area to be enlarged on the screen; and 

enlajrged display means for displaying said 
intended area on the display screen in an enlarged form 
in accordance with said second magnification rate 
determined by said determining means. 
20 2. An information processing apparatus according 

to claim 1, wherein said determining means includes; 

means for\ correcting said second 
magnification rate upwardX in the case where the size of 
said intended area as displayed on the screen is larger 
25 than the size of said intended area; 

means for maiJitaining said second 
magnification rate as it is An the case where the size of 
said intended area as displayed on the screen is equal to 
the size of said intended areai; and 
30 means for correcting said second 

magnification rate downward in the case where the size of 
said intended area as displayed \on an enlarged screen is 
smaller than the size of said in^^ended area. 

3. An in^formation processing apparatus according 
35 to claim 1, wher<eins 

sa\d determining means calculates said 
second magnif icatioji rate from the size of said intended 
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area as displayed on the screen and from the size of the 
whole display screen; and 

said enlarged display means displays said 
intended area in an enlarged form on the display screen 
in accordance with said second magnification rate 
calculated by said determining means. 

4. An \i_nf ormation processing apparatus for 
displaying at ueast a character or an image in an 
enlarged form at a first designated magnification rate on 
a screen of a di\splay unit and displaying at least a 
character or an image in an intended area newly opened on 
the screen in the Nenlarged form at said first 
magnification rateX comprising: 

deteation means for detecting whether a 
request for opening said intended area is issued; 

determining means for determining a second 
magnification rate f or\ said intended area from said first 
magnification rate, the size of the character in said 
intended area as displayed on the screen, and the size of 
the character on said display screen; and 

enlarged crisplay means for displaying said 
character or said image in said intended area on the 
display screen in an enlarged form in accordance with 
said second magnification r^ite determined by said 
determining means . \ 

5. Ai^inf ormation processing apparatus according 
to claim 4, wl\erein said determining means includes: 

Vieans for correcting said second 
magnification ra\e upward in the case where the size of 
the character displayed in an enlarged form according to 
said first magnification rate is larger than the size of 
the character displayed in the intended area in an 
enlarged formed accordirig to said second magnification 
rate; \ 

means for n^intaining said second 
magnification rate in the cJase where the size of the 
character displayed in the enlarged form according to 
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said first magnification rate is equal to the size of the 
character displayed in the intended area in the enlarged 
form acccsrding to said second magnification rate; and 

means for correcting said second 
magnification rate downward in the case where the size of 
the character displayed in the enlarged form according to 
said first magnification rate is larger than the size of 
the character >displayed in the intended area in the 
enlarged form according to said second magnification 
10 rate. 

6. An infoVraation processing apparatus according 
to claim 4, wherei\ 

said\ determining means calculates said 
second magnif icationXrate in such a manner that the size 
15 of the character displayed in an enlarged form according 

to the first magnif icatsion rate is equal to the size of 
the character displayed Vn the intended area in an 
enlarged form according tea said second magnification 
rate; and 

20 said enlarged display means displays the 

character in said intended area in the enlarged form on 
said display screen in accordance with said second 
magnification rate calculated by said determining means - 

7. Ai\ information processing apparatus for 
25 displaying atv least a character or an image in an 

enlarged form Nat a first designated magnification rate on 
a screen of a osisplay unit and displaying at least a 
character or an Vmage in an intended area newly opened on 
the screen in the\ enlarged form at said first 

30 magnification rate\ comprising? 

deteation means for detecting whether a 
request for opening s^id intended area is issued; 

determining means for determining a second 
magnification rate of aaid intended area as displayed on 

35 the screen from the firsst magnification rate, the size of 

the character in said inlrended area as displayed on the 
screen, and a specified ctvaracter size in the case where 
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said detection means detects that a request is issued for 
opening said jNptended area; and 

\enlarged display means for displaying said 
character or sard image in said intended area in an 
enlarged form in accordance with said second 
magnification rate ^^^^^^i^^*^ said determining means. 

8. An information processing apparatus according 
to clc^im 7, wherein said determining means includes s 

means for correcting said second 
10 magnification rate upward in the case where the size of 
the character displayed in an enlarged form according to 
said fir&t magnification rate is larger than the size of 
the character displayed in the intended area in an 
enlarged fo^rmed according to said second magnification 
15 rate; 

means for maintaining said second 
magnif ication\ rate in the case where the size of the 
character displayed in the enlarged form according to 
said first magnification rate is equal to the size of the 
2 0 character displayed in the intended area in the enlarged 

form according t© said second magnification rate; and 

means for correcting said second 
magnification rate\ downward in the case where the size of 
the character disprayed in the enlarged form according to 
25 said first magnification rate is larger than the size of 

the character displaved in the intended area in the 
enlarged form accordir^g to said second magnification 
rate , 

9. An information processing apparatus for 
30 displaying at least a character or an image in an 

enlarged form at a first designated magnification rate on 
a screen of a display unitXand displaying at least a 
character or an image in an\ intended area newly opened on 
the screen in the enlarged form at said first 
35 magnification rate, comprisirif: 

scrolling meansX for scrolling said 
intended area displayed in an enlarged form in a 
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designated scrolling direction in response to a scroll 
requ^t ; 

detection means for detecting whether the 
trailing end of said intended area scrolled in said 
scrolliivg direction in accordance with the scrolling 
process b^r said scrolling means has reached a state 
displayable on said display screen; and 

prohibition means for prohibiting said 
intended winciow from being further scrolled in said 
10 scrolling direction by said scrolling means in the case 

where said detecition means detects that the trailing end 
pf said intended N^rea is in a displayable state. 

10. An information processing apparatus/according 
o any one of claims 1 to 9 , further comB^^mgs 

memory means for storipg the coordinate of 
at least a character or an image displayed on said 
display screen before opening s^d intended area; and 

restoration m^ns for restoring and 
displaying on said display screen the display state of 
2 0 said intended area inmt^iately before being opened on the 

basis of the coordjL^fiate stored in said memory means when 
.-ej&a ^-iing otrid^^J^nfe ^R^ed — area . 

11. A Vecording medium readable by a computer and 
having recorded therein a program used for realizing an 

25 information processing apparatus for displaying at least 

a character or Vn image in an enlarged form at a first 
designated magniNf ication rate on a screen of a display 
unit and displayiJng at least a character or an image in 
an intended area nfewly opened on the screen in the 

30 enlarged form at said first magnification rate, said 

information processirig apparatus comprising s 

detectVon means for detecting whether a 
request for opening sa\d intended area is issued; 

determining means for determining a second 

35 magnification rate for s)aid intended area from said firist 
magnification rate, the size of said intended area as 
displayed on the screen, and the size assigned to said 
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intended area to be displayed on the screen; and 

enlarged display means for displaying said 
intended area on the display screen in an enlarged form 
in accordance with said second magnification rate 
5 determined by said determining means. 

12. \ A recording medium readable by a computer and 
having reaorded therein a program used for realizing an 
information processing apparatus for displaying at least 
a character\ or an image in an enlarged form at a first 

10 designated magnification rate on a screen of a display 

unit and displaying at least a character or an image in 
an intended area newly opened on the screen in the 
enlarged f orm \at said first magnification rate, said 
information processing apparatus comprising: 

15 detection means for detecting whether a 

request for openVng said intended area is issued; 

determining means for determining a second 
magnification rate of said intended area as displayed on 
the screen from said first magnification rate, the size 

2 0 of a character in said intended area as displayed on the 

screen, and the size^ of the character on said display 
screen; and 

enlarged display means for displaying the 
character or the iraageXin said intended area on the 
25 display screen in the enlarged form in accordance with 

said second magnif icatioi;^ rate determined by said 
determining means - 

13. A recording medium readable by a computer and 
having recorded therein a pVogram used for realizing an 

30 information processing apparatus for displaying at least 

a character or an image in an enlarged form at a first 
designated magnification rateXon a screen of a display 
unit and displaying at least aXcharacter or an image in 
an intended area newly opened on the screen in the 

35 enlarged form at said first magr^f ication rate, said 

information processing apparatus \comprisings 

detection means f oA detecting whether a 
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request f or^pening said intended area is issued? 

determining means for determining a second 
magnification rate at which said intended area is 
displayed in an enlarged form on the screen^ from said 
first magnif icatiori rate, the size of the character in 
said intended area afe displayed on the screen, and a 
specified character s\ze when said detection means 
detects that a request Nfor opening said intended area is 
issued; and enlarged disp^lay means for displaying the 
character or image in saiov intended area on the display 
screen in an enlarged form \n accordance with said second 
magnification rate determineaVby said determining means. 

14. \ A recording medium readable by a computer and 
having reicorded therein a program used for realizing an 
information processing apparatus for displaying at least 
a characterXor an image at a first designated 

magnif icationv rate on a screen of a display unit and 
displaying at \east a character or an image in an 
intended area newly opened on the screen at said first 
magnification rat^e, said information processing apparatus 
comprising s 

scrolling means for scrolling said 
intended area displayed in an enlarged form in a 
designated scrolling \lirection in response to a scroll 
request ; 

detectioNn means for detecting whether the 
trailing end of said int\Bnded area scrolled in said 
scrolling direction in accsordance with the scrolling 
process by said scrolling means has reached a state 
displayable on said display ^screen ; and 

prohibition means for prohibiting said 
intended area from being further scrolled by said 
scrolling means in the case wheVe said detection means 
detects that the trailing end ofx^aid intended area is 
displayed . 

15. A recording medium re^jda±n^by a computer and 
iurther having recorded ^^h^^ein a program for realizing 



said information processing apparatus ajst5ording to any 
one of claims 11 to 14, said infonpaxion processing 
apparatus comprising: 

memory mean^-^or storing the coordinate of 
at least a character or^^'cin image displayed on said 
display screen befo^?e opening said intended area; and 

r^^oration means for restoring and 
displaying on^^aid display screen the display state of 
said intended area immediately before being opened on the 
basis CXl the coordinate stored in said memory means when 
era^lrig said intended area. 




